Demrestatmn causing

ecologi

Visakhapatnam: The massive

destruction caused by the re-
cent Godavari floods was main-
ly due to the large-scale felling

ol trees in the area, Mr Chandi

Prasad Bhatt, noted -Chipko
movement leader and member
of the National Wasteland De-
velopment Board, said here on
Wednesday.

Mr Bhatt who toured East
Godavart, West  Godavari,
Khammam and Visakhapat-

nam districts to study the va-
rious factors that contributed
to tho Godavari flood havoe in
1986, told newsmen that nearly
1000 hoeturos of forest was

being dustroyed wvvory your in

St Godavart ajone. - During
e last 10 years, about 12,600

wetaresof land was denuded of
Jreets in the district, he said.

Mr Bhatt said he observed

large-scale erosion of soil and

major landslides at Rampacho-
davaram, Naredumilli, Pulus-
gondi and other watershed
areas. Faulty road planning
had resulted in the cutting of
trees in sensitive areas, he said.
Mr Bhatt said that felling of
trecs for commercial purposes
should be complotely stopped to
preserve the nuatural forest
which was the main source of
sustenance for tribals. Natural
forest contains run-off water
and previents sotl erosion better
than the large plantation of
euculyptus and other varielies
being raised by the forest do-
partment, Growing an alien
breed in place of the natural
forest was not in the interest of
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secology and it would niever re-
place the natural forest as a
source of living for people, he
said.

Environmental awareness was
more in Andhra Pradesh com-
pared to many other places, Mr
Bhatt said. He appreciated the
government for ordering the
1ssue of tree pattas, which
~would confer pn the people the
right toenjoy the produce of the
tree. This way, trees would be
protected while providing a
source of income to the people
who depend on forest, he said.
Keterring to the podu form of
oultivation prevalent in tribal
uu..m Mr mmu sadd that thoe
clovrs forests 10 grow
foodgrains as it was a matter of
survival. If the tribals’ source of
income were strengthened,
podiu would end naturally, he
said. To a query on how Lo meet
the timber requirements if cut-
ting of trees was completely
stopped, Mr Bhatt said that the
forests should be developed in
wastelands without touching
the natural ones.
land Development Board was
striving t this end through
non-governmental  organisa-
tions and the Integrated "I'ribal
Development ageéncivs. Howev-
er, the programme needed in-
volvement of people, he said.
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The Chipko movement which
succosstully stopped commer-
cial felling of trees in the Hima-
layan rogion would share its ex-
perience with similar rove-
ments elsewhere in the coun-
try, Mr Bhatt said and added
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that the motivation should
come from people and that the
local groups must respond to
the specific problems of their
region. ;

1.3 m hectares of

forest lost annually

India is losing
1.3 million hectares of forest ev-
ery year, Mr Chandi Prasad
Bhatt said here on
Tuesday. QGiving an audio-
visual exposition on the Chipko
Movement and-environment of
the Himalayas in the Andhra
University Campus, he said the
afforestation programmes of
the government could compen-
sals for only 1.0 pur contol tho
Yous. i s
The forest development
should  be undertuke

- village-level, Mr Bhatt saiu a«

added that the Chipko Move-
ment had formed Dasholi Gram
Swarajya Mandal (DGSM) to
educate villagerson the import-
ance of forests. So far the DGSM
had planted one million trees,
the survival rate of which was
as high as 95 per cent. In the
last three decades the heavy
destruction of forests had not
only caused great damage to
the physical environment of the
Himalays but also affected the
daily life of villagers, Mr Bhatt
said.
|

Stating as the main objective of
Chipko Movement, restorstion
of people’s rights on the nearby
forests, Mr Bhatt said that the
atforestution would be suecess-
ful oniy when it was under-
taken as a people’s movement.



